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Student Council 
Advisor Begins 

Plans for the 2021-
2022 School Year

BULLDOG

   It’s crazy to believe that we are in the final weeks 
of the 2020-21 school year.  Although it appears that the 
eye of the storm may have passed, we still cannot let our 
guard down.  As we continue to work with this virus, we 
will hopefully be able to come closer to what used to be 
normal.  However, there are some things that may never 
change, and some of them can be positive.   
                                                                                               - cont on pg 2   

 We may be just wrapping up the 
2020-2021 school year, but high school 
Student Council advisor, Leslie Henkes, is 
already looking ahead to next fall. 
 “I really like working with high 
school age kids and am anxious to hear their 
ideas for our school,” says Leslie.
 This will be Leslie’s first year as 
the student council advisor.  She’s taking 
the reigns from longtime advisor, Megan 
Schellhorn, who devoted many years of 
service and passion to the group.  
 The high school Student Council 
is made up of about 7-12 students who are 
elected by their classmates.   The students 
meet at least once a month to plan events 
such as Homecoming, the Veterans Day 
Celebration and the Cancer Awareness 
Assembly.                                      - cont on pg 2

MFL MarMac Community Schools 
Monona, Farmersburg, Luana, Marquette & McGregor

FFA Success - Students 
celebrate wins at the 2021 
State FFA Convention in 
Des Moines.

Out Of This World - 
Highlights from this year’s 
elementary reading month 
activities.

Outstanding Performers - 
Students perform well at 
annual solo / ensemble 
contests.
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Crozier’s Comments (cont.)

 The use of learning management systems has expanded to the point that I suspect it will and should become 
a permanent part of instruction in all modes.  The use of video conferencing (Zoom) should continue to make
certain meetings and conferences more attainable and practical.  I would suspect that we will continue to explore the 
option for our community to watch events virtually.   
	 In	getting	to	the	point	where	we	currently	are,	the	staff	at	MFL	MarMac	have	been	troopers,	and	they	all	
rose to the occasion. Our teachers had to be adept at changing methods and modes of instruction quickly and being 
ready	to	teach	multiple	ways	every	day	to	learners	who	were	both	at	school	and	home.		Our	classified	staff	had	to	
move in ways and do things that they have never done before.  The School Board has been involved and supportive, 
which is also a huge key. We had Board involvement through the committee work in the very beginning with the 
Return	to	Learn	plan,	so	the	Board	was	always	aware	of	the	key	elements	as	they	occurred.		
 We also appreciated the huge amount of support from the communities.  The extreme support did not go 
unnoticed by me, the Board, and the rest of the administration. I knew that virtual Wednesdays were not ideal, and 
that was especially true of the younger children, and people trying to juggle their own jobs with daycare and school.  
Nevertheless,	the	communities	supported	us	as	we	moved	through	this	process.	The	work	of	the	staff,	and	the	support	
of the Board and the community are by far the largest reasons why we have been able to stay ahead of this crisis to 
date. Our plan going forward is to keep looking at the glass half full, and to keep looking at all options to make the 
best	decisions	for	our	children,	who	always	come	first.	

Dr. Dale Crozier
MFL	MarMac	Superintendent
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Student Council Plans (cont.)

 Leslie is excited to take over the advisor position be-
cause she knows the wonderful experience that students can 
gain from being part of the student council and what great 
opportunities the group can provide for the entire school.
 “The students learn to work within the system 
to achieve goals or change; they have working commit-
tees, practice parliamentary procedure, responsibilities for 
projects, and just have good discussion within the group,” 
says Leslie.  “I hope to add a monthly event for all students, 
a Peer Helper/Mentor program, possibly representatives on 
the school board, Wellness Committee, SIAC and Booster 
Club.  This would be to facilitate better communication 
between groups and strengthen our district.”
 Elections for the Student Council spots will take 
place this month before school is out.  Leslie plans to have 
four representatives from each class.  Leslie says she has 
worked with young people all her life and has learned a lot 
from them. 
 “I want to know what is important to the students.  
I will let them try new ideas, with guidance.  I am ready to 
say yes before I have to say no.  I would like to see what we 
can do rather than what we cannot do.” 
 Students entering grades 9-12 who are interested in 
running for student council should email or drop off a short 
written statement of their intent to run to Leslie as soon as 
possible. 
 “I am excited to see this group work together with 
faculty, staff, administration and students to create a better 
MFL MarMac.”

The student council held a “Falling from Hunger” food drive 
last fall and were able to deliver a truckload of donations to the 

Clayton County Food Shelf.

Two of the main events 
organized by the 
Student Council each 
year are the Veterans 
Day Ceremony and 
the Cancer Awareness 
Assembly.  Both events 
were done virtually 
this year.  Together, 
they were viewed over 
6,000 times. 



May 2021

03

Bulldog Reports

 Looking over this past school year, as always, we 
have so many things of which to be proud. It is not an 
exaggeration, when I say that every program that we have 
students involved in is successful. 
 The most recent proof of that success lies in the hands 
of the FFA program. Twelve of our FFA students traveled 
to Des Moines to attend the State FFA Convention which 
was held April 18- 20.  It was the 93rd Iowa FFA Leadership 
Conference.  While there, they participated in various 
activities, seminars, and competitions, which included a 
meal packaging event and featured ideas on improving FFA 
Chapters to make them stronger than they already are. 
 Those attending from the MFL MarMac Chapter 
were, Tyler Zuercher, Logan Brown, Sydney Moser, Jonah 
Wille, Lauren Kishman, Olivia Martins, Mindy Keehner, 
Alek Roys, Dacia Schoulte, Collin Henkels, Dustin Berns, 
and McKenzy Ruff.
 Tyler and Logan served as voting delegates which 
chose next years’ state officer team. Sydney Moser, Jonah 
Wille, and Lauren Kishman created a Chapter display board 
highlighting the blood drive they put on. Olivia Martins and 
Mindy Keehner took the Greenhand Test, which tests your 
knowledge of FFA history and traditions. Olivia received a 
silver rating while Mindy received a gold. Alek Roys, Dacia 
Schoulte, Collin Henkels, and Dustin Berns competed in the 
Farm Business Management test and finished in the top 10 
out of over 100 schools that were there. Finally, to top it all 
off Mackenzy Ruff received the first place Proficiency Award, 
she received her Iowa FFA Degree, and competed in Ag 
Sales where she received a gold rating and finished in the top 
five students in the state.
 We are proud of every one of our students, for the 
immeasurable amount of time they put in, in order to do 
their very best. Our FFA is the latest group in a long line of 
activities that have been extremely successful this year!!

State FFA Convention Success by Larry Meyer, HS Principal

FFA Advisor, Sarah Wille, with the FFA students 
in Des Moines

Members packaged almost 400 meals through
Meals from the Heartland

Mackenzy Ruff competed in Ag 
Sales and received a gold rating.  
She finished in the top 5 in the 
state for her sales pitch of Ruff’s 

Maple Syrup.

The MFL MarMac FFA Chapter display team of Jonah Wille, 
Lauren Kishman, and Sydney Moser received a gold rating on 

their display board about the school’s blood drive.

Olivia Martins received a silver 
rating and Mindy Keehner 
received a gold rating on 

Greenhand Test.
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 Monona Elementary celebrated their traditional 
reading month in April with the theme “Reading is Out 
of This World!”  This was a month-long celebration 
focusing on the great books students read throughout 
the month.  
 All classrooms in kindergarten-third grade were 
challenged by Mrs. Koether to read a book together from 
eight different genres.  The categories included mystery, 
fantasy, science non-fiction, and biographies.  After 
receiving confirmation that all 13 classrooms completed 
the challenge, Mrs. Koether surprised the students by 
spending some of her work day on the roof.  

 The students were challenged to complete 
an activity grid at home during the month of April.  
Reading with a flashlight, reading with an adult, reading 
a book by a female author, and reading outside were 
some of the activities students completed.  Students 
who returned the activity grid received a pizza coupon 
from TJ’s Pizza.
 During the month, some classrooms displayed 
students’ favorite books, while other classrooms 
completed book reviews and book talks.  An author, 
Kevin Lovegreen, visited the classrooms virtually on 
April 15.  He talked about his writing and publishing 
process, the plots to some of his books, and challenged 
the students to identify animal sounds.  
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The MFL MarMac Elementary staff took pictures with their favorite books. These images were posted around the school all 
month to encourage students to continue a life-long love of reading!

 The final reading 
celebration was held on 
Friday, April 30.  Students 
and teachers had a fun day 
learning more about the 
solar system, astronauts, and 
planets.  Activities included 
reading with flashlights in 
the auditorium, sending 
rockets into the air, a special 
art project, listening to a 
reader, and having a picnic 
lunch.
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News from the District Nurse  by Sara Kelly

Bulldog Reports

 WOW! It’s hard to believe it’s been a little over a year since COVID hit, the school (and
pretty much the entire world) shut down and everyone trying to stay in their little corners to
avoid the COVID monster lurking at our doors. Now that we have a year behind us and are
hopefully moving in the right direction, it is good to know that 70% of our school staff
have or will soon receive both doses of the COVID Moderna Vaccine and our district case
numbers have been extremely low since February of this year. As COVID continues to remain
present and variants of the virus are being detected across the country, we continue to stay vigilant and expect 
students and staff to practice social distancing, wearing masks when unable to socially distance, sending students/
staff home when one major or two low risk symptoms are reported. 

“The Talk” presented to 4th and 5th graders
 In April, the district nurse presented to the 4th and 5th graders information on what emotional, social and 
physical changes to expect as they go through during puberty and how to manage these changes, emphasizing 
hygiene, personal safety and nutrition.

7th Grade Life Skills & 8th Grade STEAM, Health and Careers Class learn about Personal Health
 This past March, the 7th and 8th graders participated in a Personal Health Class  in which the district nurse 
teamed up with with Kayla Kraemer, Health Educator from NEICAC and Adam Sadewasser of Clayton County 
Substance Abuse Services to educate the students on the Reproductive System, and personal safety. The students 
were able to interact and participate in group discussions to enhance their learning.

News from the Lower Elementary and HS Health Office
 Vision screenings in the lower elementary are ongoing.  Mr. Bachman will be implementing a unit on 
bicycle safety for the 2nd and 3rd grade students with Upper Explorerland providing free bicycle helmets to those 
in need of helmets at no cost to either student or the school.  We appreciate this effort and contribution from the 
community. We are continuing to see students with sore throats, coughs, nausea and vomiting, with the “stomach 
bug” moving through the lower elementary and high school.  There have been a couple of cases of mono reported 
in the High School, as well as strep throat in other areas of each building. Remember it’s never too late to brush up 
on good old hand washing. 

Health Office Reminders before School’s Out for the Summer
 As we countdown the days until summer break, it’s important to look ahead to prepare for the 2021-22 
school year this fall to assure your child has the appropriate forms, physicals, and immunizations needed to be able 
to start school on time.  Please review the following chart to make sure your child is ready the first day of school 
with the indicated requirements to start August 23, 2021.
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 Parent(s)/Guardians will be mailed required documents/paperwork needing to be signed if your child has 
a recorded need in the past or their health record needs updating. Please complete the paperwork sent with all 
required signatures prior to the new year’s start date of August 23, 2021 to assure your child is able to start on time. 
At least one dose of a Tdap and Meningitis vaccine is required by the first day of school, August 23, 2021.  There 
is no grace/extension period for the implementations of the Meningitis requirement.  Any questions, please contact 
the health office at either building (539-2031 or 873-2250).

MFL MarMac Celebrates 100% Graduation Rate
 MFL MarMac’s graduation rate was at 100% in 
2020.  This is the 4th year in a row our school has had a 
100% graduation rate.
 Statewide, Iowa’s high school graduation 
rate climbed to a record high of 91.8 percent in 2020, 
continuing a trend of long-term growth across nearly all 
groups of students, according to new data from the Iowa 
Department of Education.
 In Iowa, graduation rates are calculated with 
a formula established by the U.S. Department of 
Education.  Unique student identification numbers allow 
school districts to account for all ninth-grade students as 
they move through high school. At the state level, the 
method helps determine when a student graduates, even 
if the student has switched districts in Iowa during high 
school.



Noteworthy News from the Music Department 

by Jaydeane Berns, Middle School & High School Vocal Music Teacher
Solo and Small Ensemble Contest

 The vocal department recently completed 
29 recordings at their Solo and Small Ensemble 
Contest Recital to participate in the virtual 
Division 2A Solo and Small Ensemble Contest 
on April 17.  Ms. Berns, Mrs. Suddendorf and 
students recorded each entry and uploaded the 
video and music scores for judging. 
 Thirty-two members of the concert choir 
participated this year.  Everyone that participated 
showed growth as they rehearsed throughout 
March and April. 
 Students receive a Division I (Superior), 
Division II (Excellent) or Division III (Good) 
rating. This year the participants received 
twenty-two Division I ratings and seven Division 
II ratings. 
 Two ensembles that received perfect 
scores were also chosen as Outstanding 
Performances of the day. 
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Soloists Receiving 
Division I Rating:

Riley Whitney
Rose Grau

Anna Stoddard
J. J. Lynd

Abby Schellhorn
Jaxton Schroeder
Kaylee Bachman

Will Koether
Austin Schlee
Jonah Wille

Micheal Balster
Ruby Koeller

Soloists Receiving 
Division II Rating:

Clare Grau
Eva Budde
Lexie Ross

Hailee Corlett

Duets Receiving Division I Rating:
Rose Grau & Kale Miene

Riley Whitney & Jaxton Schroeder
Rose Grau & Clare Grau

J.J. Lynd & Karlie Hagensick

Duets Receiving Division II Rating:
Jonah Wille & Ruby Koeller

Trio Receiving Division I Rating:
Anna Stoddard, Rose Grau, & 

Riley Whitney

Ensembles Receiving
Division I Rating:

“O Love” performed by
Rose Grau, Anna Stoddard, Hailee Corlett, 
Jaxton Schroeder, Kale Miene, Ben Miene, 
Victor Breuer, J. J. Lynd, Gabe McGeough, 
Kaylee Bachman, Riley Whitney & Emme 

Schroeder

“In the Silence” performed by
Rose Grau, Anna Stoddard, Riley Whitney, 
Kale Miene, Ben Miene, Jaxton Schroeder, 

Victor Breuer, J. J. Lynd, Austin Schlee, 
Abby Schellhorn, Kaylee Bachman & Ruby 

Koeller

“Drunken Sailor” performed by
Ben Miene, Jaxton Schroeder, Kale Miene, 
Kaden Stocker, Gabe McGeough, Dusty 

Berns, Collin Henkels, Jonah Wille, Aedan 
Whitney, Nick Stavroplus & Austin Schlee

Ensembles Receiving
Division II Rating:

“May” performed by
Rose Grau, Hailee Corlett, Mya Nelson, 
Anna Stoddard, Abby Schellhorn, Mindy 

Keehner, Savannah Schaller, Kaylee 
Bachman, Kaylee Nuehring, Riley Whitney 

& Ella Kann

“Viva la Compagnie” performed by
Ben Miene, Jaxton Schroeder, Kale Miene, 
Kaden Stocker, Gabe McGeough, Collin 
Henkels, Jonah Wille, Micheal Balster, 

&Will Koether

Spring Awards & Large Group
 Early May events include the Music Department Spring Awards 
Concert at the Monona Auditorium on May 4th at 7pm.   Students 
perform their large group contest repertoire and receive awards earned 
throughout the school year.  We also honor our graduating seniors.  
 We travel to Osage High School to perform at large group 
contests on May 8th. Performers and audience members are expected 
to wear masks. Admission to the contest is $7 for adults, $5 for senior 
citizens, and $3 for students.

Bulldog Spirit Signs
 Legacy Show Choir is currently selling Bulldog Spirit Yard 
Signs for $12 each. If you have not purchased yours yet, please contact 
any Legacy member, Ms. Jaydeane Berns or Mrs. Megan Schellhorn!
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Band Honors and Opportunities Ahead 

by Kaitlyn Stone-Strock, Middle School & High School Band
Solo and Small Ensemble Contest
 We had 5 soloists perform at the solo and small ensemble contest this year with accompaniment by Karen 
Suddendorf.  The following students received a Division I rating: J.J. Lynd on Trombone, Mindy Keehner on 
Marimba, Karlie Hagensick on Trombone, and Victor Breuer on Trumpet.  The following student received a 
Division II rating: Nick Stavroplus on Tenor Saxophone.  All students did outstanding work! 

Middle School Variety Show
 The Middle School will present their Variety Show on May 13th at 7:00 pm.  This will feature both band 
and choir from grades 6th, 7th, and 8th.  They have been working very hard to put this together.  

5th Grade Band
 On May 18th the 5th grade band will present a mini concert in the afternoon to show everything they have 
learned this semester. 
  
Summer Opportunities
	 First,	 The	University	 of	 South	Dakota	 offers	 a	week	 long	 Summer	Music	 Camp.	 	 Students	 have	 the	
opportunity to participate in concert band, concert choir, show choir, and pep band.  This event is completely 
optional.  If you have any questions regarding this, please reach out to me. I was a camper for three years and this 
year will be my fourth as a counselor. 
	 Second,	I	am	offering	free	summer	lessons.		I	highly	encourage	you	to	take	advantage	of	this	opportunity	
so	your	child	is	ready	to	go	for	the	next	school	year.		We	will	have	five	lessons,	four	in	June	and	one	in	August	
before school begins. I will be in Monona on Tuesdays and Thursdays, McGregor on Wednesdays, and available 
any	of	the	three	days	via	Zoom.	Again,	these	are	offered	free	of	charge	and	I	strongly	recommend	them	for	all	
students, no matter the level. 

This all male ensemble received a Division I rating for their 
performance of “Drunken Sailor.”

Elementary Concerts Go Virtual 
by Michelle Hontz, JK-5 Vocal Music Teacher
 Big preparations are underway in the elementary music classrooms. All general music classes from junior 
kindergarten to fifth grade are working on songs for virtual concerts.  We are anticipating to release three virtual 
concerts on Friday May 21st, 2021.  A JK- K-1st grade video, 2nd-3rd grade video, and a 4th-5th video.  These 
concerts will highlight songs and music techniques taught throughout the year. Students will be encouraged to 
dress nice on filming days.  Class time will be used to record, and no after school hours are necessary.  Thank 
you for your support throughout the year and we look forward to showing off the many talents of the Bulldog 
elementary students! 
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McGregor Center 

by Denise Mueller, Middle School Principal
 Well I could use a whole lot of song titles to summarize this year of Covid
  Stayin’ alive…
  I will survive…
  Don’t stop believin’…

 So I guess what I’m trying to say is, we made it, and boy what a year it has 
been.  The administration, teachers, staff and students have come through this year 
with flying colors and are stronger for it!  
 We have had a very successful year academically, socially and athletically. 
Students have learned how to participate using Canvas and learn from home when 
needed. They have also been fortunate to have been in school in person for the entire 
year participating with teachers and socially interacting with friends.   Students have 
been active in all sports activities this year as well as musical events and the middle 
school play. As I said, we just feel very fortunate to have had a successful year! 
 As Covid numbers are decreasing we are even able to attend some field trips 
this spring and enjoy some fun activities.  Listed below are some of those events:

5/6 4th Grade - Farm Safety Day at Fairgrounds  
5/13 Middle School Variety Show 
5/14 5th Grade to Lansing Driftless Center
5/17 6th Grade Fun Day at the McGregor Center
5/18 5th Grade Mini Concert
5/19 5th Grade Wax Museum
5/20 7th Grade Fun Day at the McGregor Center
5/21 8th Grade Fun Day at the McGregor Center
5/21 Outdoor Bulldog Fest
5/25 Last Day of School – 1:20 Out!!

 As we come to the end of the school year, I wish all of you joy, fun and 
relaxation over the summer months and look forward to welcoming students back in 
the fall. Thanks again for all of your hard work this year.  I will miss you all but will 
treasure all the memories I have of you.

New Statue Honors Former Teacher
 A new statue outside the High School  
pays tribute to beloved PE Teacher and Coach, 
Steve Becker.
 The statue, donated by the Class of 2020, 
was completed in April.  2020 Class President 
Ethan Stubbs says, “Covid took away the ability 
for our class to go on the typical senior trip, so 
we decided to donate our funds to a man who has 
dedicated so much of his life into the betterment 
of our school district.”
 Coach Becker taught and coached at 
MFL MarMac for 36 years.  He passed away in 
November of 2020.
 Becker’s son says, “We are so appreciative 
of the tribute & thoughtfulness of this monument.  
Dad had a lot of memories at MFL MarMac and 
would have been honored and impressed.”
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