
“I want to thank the custodial 
staff for their work with the 

extensive cleaning, as well 
as our teaching and support 
staff, and students who have 

diligently worked together to 
overcome this problem.”  
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   We clearly express much gratitude toward the 
community and the students for working with us through the 
crisis of this virus.  As I write this, not only have we been able to 
keep our levels relatively low, our “other sicknesses” have been 
phenomenally low.  We have extremely low levels of the flu and 
strep, which often plague us through these winter months.                                                                      
                       
                                                                                               - cont on pg 2   

      February was 
Career & Technical 
Education (CTE) 
month.  It’s a 
nationwide campaign 
held to celebrate the 
achievements and 
accomplishments of 
CTE programs across 
the country. 
     CTE focuses on 
hard skills, career 
readiness, and learning 
a trade.  The grading 
is less based on 
someone’s conceptual 
understanding of a 
topic (though that’s 
still important) 
and more on their 
advancement as a 
skilled worker. 

- cont on pg 3

MFL MarMac Community Schools 
Monona, Farmersburg, Luana, Marquette & McGregor

Back On Stage - Middle 
Schoolers begin rehearsals 
for spring comedy, “Help 
Desk.”  

Elementary Concerts -
Virtual concerts planned 
to showcase Elementary 
musical talents

Personal Finance - 
High School course teaches 
students how to invest and 
save. 
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Crozier’s Comments (cont.)

                            We have been running 
between 15-20 students out from 
either the flu, strep or COVID-19 
(not counting those quarantined) 
in the entire district, while in past 
years it was common to have 25-30 
students sick per day per building 
with the flu and strep.  This has 
allowed us to enjoy a higher level 
of attendance through the four 
face-to-face days during our hybrid 
experience.  

          I want to thank the 
custodial staff for their work with 
the extensive cleaning, as well as 
our teaching and support staff, 
and students who have diligently 
worked together to overcome this 
problem.  As I write this, there is a 
6% level county-wide in Clayton, 
and 9% in Allamakee, which is far 
lower than we have been about a 
month ago.  I want to thank our 
school nursing staff, and our County 
Health staff for the outstanding job 
they do in both counties.  We are 
far from over this situation, but we 
will continue to work with it, we 
will continue to adapt, and we keep 
doing our best to turn lemons into 
lemonade.                                              

       I currently teach a 
concurrent class at the high school, 
and so far, my Zooming skills have 
proved to be a bit less-than-stellar.  
For example, my students have 
gotten to see me display a screenshot 
of a document that wasn’t actually 
there and discuss a picture that was 
actually different picture than I 
thought they were viewing.

      Lately I was all proud that I 
had everyone ready to go into 
“discussion rooms” but when I 
tried it on the students, nothing 
happened.  This is because I found 
out later that I had two Zoom 
accounts and I set up the discussion 
rooms on the wrong account. What 
I did learn was that our students 
are very adaptable and patient.  I 
have also experienced first-hand 
how much work it takes to teach 
virtually.  I’ve done virtual learning 
for one hour, one day a week since 
January, while our teaching staff has 
been doing virtual learning several 
times a day, and sometimes all day, 
since the beginning of the year.  
Kudos to our teaching staff who 
have moved a long way in their 
ability to provide virtual learning in 
a crisis! 
        I am also proud of our other 
area public schools in NE Iowa, 
who have all worked hard through 
this crisis.  I also appreciate and 
respect the work performed within 
all dimensions in our Iowa public 
schools which includes teachers, 
secretaries, custodians, cooks, 
paraprofessionals, nurses, other 
support staff and bus drivers. A 
child’s school experience begins in 
preschool when he/she gets on the 
bus, and it ends when they finish 
their last activity in high school.  
I believe that Iowa public schools 
provide a strong experience for 
our students on many levels.  The 
school experience must include the 
whole child and it must include
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experiences in academics, athletics, 
and fine arts.  School should be a 
microcosm of the greater society at 
large, and the “public” part of public 
schools is what gives it its soul.  
The public school is arguably one 
of the best examples of grass-roots 
democracy in our country, as it is 
governed by elected public officials 
at the same level as the service.  The 
overwhelming majority of our 
students continue to attend public 
schools, and we intend to continue 
to provide a quality product for 
you.

Dr. Dale Crozier
MFL MarMac Superintendent 

   In and throughout the bitter cold, students have continued to stay busy and engaged with academics and 
extra-curricular activities while returning to school 5 days a week!!
 Students have continued to be active in Show Choir, participating in the Marion Masquerede Feb. 27th 
and preparing for the Red Carpet Gala on March 20th. Our speech students have been in full swing participating in 
large group contests (with one group receiving All-State honors!) and Individual District Speech.  Boys and Girls 
Basketball made a nice run into the tournaments.  Wrestling was in the state dual tournament for the first time and 
we had two individuals, Karter Decker and Gabe McGeough, move on to the state individual Wrestling tournament.  
While a conference rule disallowed pep bands, our pep band performed admirably in a non-conference contest.
 We are also staying busy getting prepared for the ISASP tests, which will be held in mid March and we are 
preparing for scheduling for the next school year. 
 It is a testament to all of our students, our teaching staff, our support staff, the custodial crew, our 
transportation director and drivers, and simply everyone involved in moving forward during a time that has seen 
limitations being part of the process. 
 I am proud of everyone involved for their effort, their hard work and the ability to move forward in such a 
positive way. We truly are Bulldog Strong.

High School Report by HS Principal Larry Meyer
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Celebrating Career & Technical Education (cont.)

 Whether you plan to go to work straight out of 
high school or eventually earn a PhD, whether you have a 
clear career goal or just want to learn something practical 
and new, all students can benefit from CTE.
 CTE classes are offered in many different fields 
including: construction, welding, cooking, environmental 
science, anatomy, physiology, nursing, computer software, 
mechanical engineering, business and marketing.  These 
classes integrate academics with technical skill development. 
 At MFL MarMac, we have students who have 
taken CTE classes in high school and then graduated to go  
straight to working a job in that field of study.  For others, 
CTE has played a major role in their college readiness. 
 Another option at MFL MarMac is our work study 
program.  Juniors and Seniors who have completed the 
Pre-Employment Skills course are eligible.  Work study 
allows student to get on-the-job training and earn credit 
at the same time.   We have over 20 businesses who have 
partnered with us for this program. 
 If you are a parent of a high school student, please 
encourage your child to contact the MFL MarMac staff to 
make sure they are taking the right steps to take the high 
school courses that will best fit them! 
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Middle School Students 
Back on Stage for 
Spring Comedy,

“Help Desk”

Bulldog Reports

 “Help Desk” consists of several vignettes, depicting humorous interactions 
between people who are in need of help and those who are working at the help desk.   
Scenes have either two or three people on stage at a time. 
 “This play is written with the ability to be performed online or on stage.  As 
long as everything continues to stay open, we plan to perform it on the big stage.  
There are only two to three characters in every scene which allows social distancing 
and there are no props being shared.  Although actors will not be wearing masks when 
distanced onstage, audience members will be asked to wear them.  We also plan to 
livestream the event for those who prefer to stay home.” said Hontz. 
 Each vignette will be brought alive with the actor’s performances, promising 
quite a few laughs.  The students have been rehearsing for several weeks now and are 
excited to have an auditence to share their laughter. 
 “The play is a light earted comedy that highlights calls to customer service. 
Being shamed for not being able to do things, getting scammed for your credit card 
information, or even trying to have serious conversations with a not-so-serious clown, 
these calls spiral quickly for the customers and employees.” said Hontz.
 “Help Desk” will take place at the High School Auditorium in Monona on 
March 26th & 27th at 7pm.  Tickets will be available at the door for $5. Livestream 
information will be released soon.

 In a growing number of theaters across the country, the 
old adage “the show must go on” is beginning to take hold again, as 
schools and theater companies come up with new ways to return to 
the stage as safely as possible.  
 That’s exactly what MFL MarMac Music teacher, Michelle 
Hontz, is on a mission to do.  
 “I am happy that we found a way to provide this 
opportunity for the middle schoolers, they have already missed so 
many activities due to the virus and  I want the students to get back 
to all the activities they enjoy.” said Hontz.
 This show will be the first theatrical production on the 
MFL MarMac stage since the coronavirus shutdown last March.  
In fact, their Spring 2020 play just barely made it, as they had their 
performances in the two days just before the school shut down on 
March 13th. 
 “The play is a highlight of the year for some students.” 
said Hontz.  “By doing performances on stage, students get to 
overcome nerves, get the feel of that live audience watching, and 
receive positive feedback from their peers and the community, For 
a short time they get to transform into another person and entertain 
a crowd.”  
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Iowa Assessments Scheduled for
March 15th-18th for Grades 4-12

 The Iowa Assessments, also known as the ISASP,  will be held the week of March 15th-18th in the McGregor 
Center and High School buildings for grades 4-12.  (Our third-grade students will participate in testing at a later 
date this school year.)  These tests are used to monitor your child’s progress from year to year, as well as provide 
comparisons to other students of the same age across the state of Iowa and the rest of the nation. It is also one measure 
we use to help identify how well our students are learning.
  On March 10th, we will be conducting a practice test to help prepare our students and teachers.  During the 
week of March 15th - 18th, we will take one test a day over four days. Students in 4th, 6th, 7th, 9th & 11th grades will 
take Reading, Language Arts/Writing, and Math tests. Students in 5th, 8th and 10th grades will take tests in Reading, 
Language Arts/Writing, Math, and Science.
  To help your child(ren) prepare for the ISASP, we have created an ISASP Resource Page on our school 
website, under the Students tab.  Here you will find a Daily Checklist, Practice Tests & Rubrics, and the Student 
Honor Code.  Please review these items with your child(ren).  The honor code outlines the expectations for student 
behavior when taking these tests.  Other tips for success:
 
1. Remind your child to take the test seriously.
2. Encourage your child to do his/her best.
3. Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep. 
4. Ensure your child eats a good breakfast to start the day right.
5. Write your child an encouraging note in the morning.
 
Please refrain from scheduling morning appointments or
other absences on March 10th and during the week of
March 15-18th as these tests are very important. 
 
Denise Mueller, 4-8 Principal
Larry Meyer, 9-12 Principal
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Notes from the Health Desk  by Sara Kelly

Bulldog Reports

Hats off to the New Year, 2021

The health offices at both buildings continue to be buzzing with the common sore throat, colds
and stomach bugs that are typical this time of year. In order to continue to avoid infection
outbreaks in the school, please remember to keep your child home until they are free of the
following for 24 hours:
 - Fevers (over 100.0)     
 - Vomiting
 - Diarrhea

We are glad to share with the community that our COVID numbers (both quarantine and isolated students/staff) have dropped 
considerably to almost zero. Thanks to all for working patiently with the health office and the school on your efforts whether it 
was keeping your child at home for precautionary measures, isolating or quarantining them when it was necessary or making 
sure they jump on a zoom or seesaw to stay caught up on their classwork when at home. We could not have gotten through 
this without you parents and grandparents. But by only looking at our numbers, we can’t let our guard down quite yet with 
COVID still in our community. Now that the FDA has approved Emergency approval of a few COVID vaccines for adults, 
we still need to continue to wear our masks and practice good hand washing and social distancing, as the state works through 
each phase and tier for vaccine disbursement.

School Staff Recognized As Being in the Phase 1B, Tier 1 Roll Out for COVID Vaccine Eligibility
MFL MarMac was notified by Clayton County Public Health in late January that school staff had been named as a group 
eligible to receive the COVID vaccine starting Feb. 1st with the county finishing the Phase 1A roll out of the vaccine. Efforts 
were made to survey the staff on their interests and a sign up was created. A total of about 100 employees signed up for the 
vaccine.   They received their first dose on February 18th. 

Lower Elementary News
February was Dental Health Awareness Month. To support this effort, the school partnered with a Hygienist from Family 
Dentistry in Monona who presented a lesson on Dental Hygiene for the 4 yr Preschoolers, Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
classrooms.  Thanks go out to all the parents of the Lower Elementary for furnishing such healthy snacks for the students in 
their classrooms in the afternoon.  It is nice to hear that the students prefer a delicious healthy snack like carrots and dip over a 
mouth-watering cupcake. This is quite welcoming to their pearly whites.

To stay compliant with state regulations, vision screenings are taking place over the next few months in the K - 3rd grade 
classrooms. If there are any concerns noted, the health office will contact parents with this information. 

7th-8th Graders Life Skills Unit: Personal Health and Disease Prevention
The 7th graders are finishing up on their Life Skills Unit on Personal Health, which covers Human Reproduction and Disease 
Prevention. The school nurse is partnering with Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation’s Health Educator, Kayla 
Kraemer, on this effort with lessons on Pregnancy and Prevention. Students were sent home with a letter for parents notifying 
them of this material. Over the next month, this will be presented to the rest of the 7th graders as well as the 8th grade class 
due to it being missed last spring with the school shutdown. The students will finish their unit with an Emmy Award winning 
video, “The Miracle of Life”. This is a wonderful learning experience for these students as they prepare for their life that’s ahead 
of them. 

4th-5th Graders to Receive “The Talk” this Spring
Spring is just around the corner and so is “The Talk” for the 4th and 5th graders. Parents of 4th - 5th graders should be looking 
for a letter sent home with their children explaining “The Talk” that will be presented to students March 25th-26th, separately 
between the boys and girls. This will cover how their bodies are changing and what all takes place during the stages of puberty. 
Parents are invited to attend with their child if they are interested. 
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It’s Time to Get a Jump on the Required Immunizations for the 2021-22 School Year
With the annual Immunization Audit completed for this school year, it is a good time for parents to start looking ahead to make 
sure your child is up-to-date on their immunizations for the upcoming school year. All incoming 7th graders and 12th graders 
for the 2021-22 school year are required to have the following by the first day of school:

7th Graders:
1 Tdap
1 Meningococcal Vaccine (no exemption is allowed).

12 Graders:
1 dose of Meningococcal Vaccine at the age of 16 or older (no exemption is allowed).

Parents of students who received a Provisional Exemption this year (this means they received at least one of all the required 
immunizations but are still missing one or more) will receive a letter in the mail indicating what immunizations are still needed. 
Failure to catch up on these vaccines may result in exclusion from school. If you have any questions about your students’ 
vaccine records, please contact the health office. 

In closing, as the school year winds down to its last 80 days or so, let’s hope our students and staff continue to stay healthy all 
the way to the finish line. Before you know it, we’ll be back at grumbling about the mud and rain and having grim thoughts 
about mowing the lawn once again. Stay warm!

District School Nurse
Sara Kelly, RN

Here’s a snack recipe you may want to try in lieu of St. Patrick’s Day.  It holds the flavor of mint, looks scrumptious and 
is nothing but healthy for all who dare to try it!



Choir Notes  by Jaydeane Berns

Pops Concert
 The high school music department presented the annual pops concert on Thursday, February 25th, at 7:00 
p.m. The concert showcased the Concert Band, Concert Choir, Legacy (former Young Americans) and select soloists 
and ensembles. 

Legacy Show Choir
 Legacy members are excited to have received straight Division I’s at the State Show Choir Festival. This year, 
the group performed virtually, recording their show in the auditorium.  They are currently fine-tuning their show 
with a few recommendations and suggestions from the judges in preparation for the Marion Masquerade hosted by 
Marion High School on February 27th and the Red Carpet Gala at West Delaware High School on March 20th.
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Solo & Ensemble Contests
 Members of the concert choir have begun 
preparation for solo and small ensemble contest. This 
year, the contest will be virtual, with all recordings 
submitted no later than Wednesday, April 14th to 
be judged on Saturday, April 17th. Solo and small 
ensemble contest offers the opportunity for students to 
experience solo singing and small ensemble singing. 
Students that participate in solo and small ensemble 
contest grow musically as well as gaining experience 
and confidence in performance skills.

Middle School Band & Choir
 The Middle School 6, 7 & 8 grade choir and 
band members will have their spring concert on March 
4th at 7 pm in the high school auditorium. The 6th 
grade band, 7th & 8th grade band, 6th grade chorus, 
and 7th & 8th grade chorus will be performing.

Elementary Music Update 

by Michelle Hontz
 Students continue to learn new dances, sing new songs, 
and play instruments in elementary music.  After considering the 
options, administration and teachers have decided to create virtual 
performances for the 20/21 school year.  Traditionally, two grades 
are grouped together for concerts and the auditorium becomes 
packed from wall to wall.   7-12 choir and band students have been 
equipped with special masks to comfortably perform in, which have 
allowed them to host live Spring concerts.  These are not available 
to all students JK-5th grade, leaving them in their normal mask and 
packing up to 60 students on stage at once. 
 We plan to put virtual concerts together by class instead of 
grades so that students can be socially distanced and sing without 
masks. This also gives us the opportunity to show off their new ukulele 
and bucket drumming skills.   Recording dates will be released closer 
to May for parents who would like their child to be dressed up, and 
all videos will be released the last week of school!  

Congrats to High School Chorus members, Rose 
Grau, Riley Whitney, Anna Stoddard, Kaylee 
Bachman and Abby Schellhorn.  These ladies will 
represent MFL MarMac by singing the National 
Anthem at the Boys State Basketball tournament on 
March 11th.  This will be their 3rd year in a row.
 
Rose Grau was also chosen to sing the National 
Anthem at the State Baseball game this July. 



09

March 2021Bulldog Reports

UPCOMING EVENTS:  Due to the always-changing circumstances of the current year, we’ve decided 
not to publish a calendar in this newsletter.  For current information on upcoming events at MFL MarMac, 
you can find an updated calendar on the homepage of our website: www.mflmarmac.k12.ia.us.  

Elementary News  by Kathy Koether

100 Days of School
 Elementary students celebrated the 100th  day of 
school on January 29th!   Activities included displaying 
100 items and predicting which containers might have 
100 objects.   Students also enjoyed cookies and classroom 
activities celebrating the day. (Photos are all from our 100 
day celebration!)

Reading Month
 Reading Month will be celebrated in April and 
we are looking forward to our theme “Reading is Out of 
this World.”  Students will be reading a wide variety of 
books and sharing in their classrooms.   An author will be 
visiting via zoom. Activities will be planned that take into 
consideration student distancing and safety. 

Pre-Registration 
 Please begin pre-registering your students for 
Kindergarten, Jr. Kindergarten, 3 yr. old and 4 yr. old 
Preschool!  Please call Theresa at 539-2032 if you would 
like to register your child for Fall, 2021.   More information 
will be available in the spring newsletter, in elementary 
newsletters sent home with students, and in the local 
newspapers.

Thank you 
 Thank you for all of your support during this year 
and COVID!   I appreciate all of the staff, students, and 
families in our school for your resilience, flexibility, and 
patience.   We have truly teamed together to make this a 
successful year for students!   



March 2021Bulldog Reports

10

Preparing Students for Life

 “We have always used the Dave Ramsey ‘Foundations in Personal Finance’ high school curriculum and 
we really like it!” said IFL teacher Diane Rothmeyer. “In fact, when the state came out with their financial literacy 
standards, it appeared as if they had copied and pasted the topics directly from Ramsey’s table of contents.” 
 Because of this, there was a seamless transition for MFL MarMac to meet the requirements set forth by the 
state.   
 “During the class, we watch 10-15 minute segments of Dave Ramsey videos. Following the videos, one of 
our favorite parts of this class is the real-life discussions it fosters on a financial topic.” said Rothmeyer. “Each topic 
also then has activities/assignments that correspond to the videos and discussion.”
 Rothmeyer added that having a working knowledge of financial topics is so important in today’s climate.  
 “It is absolutely the class where we never hear ‘When am I ever going to use this?’ said Rothmeyer.  “Our 
overall main goal is to help students envision and create a game plan to live a life without debt and to equip them 
with the knowledge and tools to make the plan work.  Society has created a norm that debt is just a normal part of 
life, but the ‘Seven Baby Steps’ program in Ramsey’s curriculum helps to create a paradigm shift so students can see 
there is another way.  The plan takes perseverance, long-range goal setting, budgeting and hard work, but it is very 
worth it!”
 Students learn about a number of topics including: understanding the difference between savings & investing, 
funding retirement plans such as 401(k) with a match, IRA’s and Roth IRA’s, examining consumer awareness, credit 
bureaus and collection practices, examining W-2’s, W-4’s and filing a 1040 tax form as well as investigating real 
estate & mortgages.
 “We feel the students definitely benefit from the class and the topics” said Rothmeyer.  “Even though it 
won’t always be easy, if they choose to apply the knowledge they can gain from IFL, we feel their future paths can 
dramatically be changed for the better!”

Speech Program Going Strong

  Coaching with Killian this year are Melissa Haberichter and Diane Fisk.   All three coaches are excited to 
have such a great student turnout this year.  
 “I want to applaud the students for their willingness to participate in the Individual Events. We enjoy 
watching the kids grow throughout their practices in a season, as well as year after year.” said Killian.  “Kids don’t 
even realize their talents they have to share until they try speech.”
 Individual District speech results from the March 1st competition will be posted on the school’s Facebook 
page.  Students who receive overall 1s will move on the State Individual contests later in March. 

Freshman Ruby Koeller is 
performing in two categories: 
Acting and Musical Theatre

 The state of Iowa added a new graduation requirement this 
school year, but it’s nothing new for the MFL MarMac School District.  
The class is Iowa Financial Literacy, previously known as Personal 
Financial Math.  It’s a class MFL MarMac has been offering to students 
since 2008. 

 High School Group Speech had a strong season, sending 6 of 7 events on to State 
this year where they all received overall 1s.  To end the season, the group improvisation 
team of Will Koether, Jaxton Schroeder, Nick Stavroplus and Jonah Wille received an 
All-State nomination.  
 The Individual Speech season is up next and MFL MarMac Speech coach Angie 
Killian says MFL MarMac will take 31 students in all 14 events.  This will be the first time 
in school history to have a student in every event for Individual Speech.
 “Each student can enter two different events, but they can certainly choose to 
focus on one if they want.” said Killian. “The coaches provide students suggestions as to 
what events we feel they will be most successful in.”
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