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Some School
Events
Shifted
for Online
Viewing
The shift to
online events in the
first half of this school
year was a necessary
move. Even when
small groups have
gathered for sporting
events, celebrations
and ceremonies, we
wanted to make sure
those people choosing
to stay home were
able to enjoy every
activity as if they were
attending.
One service
that MFL MarMac
added was the
National Federation
of High Schools
(NFHS) Network for
live sports streaming.

- cont on pg 3

“It’s heartwarming when
you consider the staff, and
community and how far
we have come and what
we have done so far during
this messed up Covid-19
pandemic.”
It is commendable to everyone that we are still in
school. I could say that everything is going perfect; however,
this is a time for transparent and clear assessments of both the
positive and negative aspects with specific evidence for validity.
As a community we have overall done well in being sensitive
and showing empathy to those we disagree with. Mostly, we
need to continue to listen and continue to get along and work
together.
- cont on pg 2
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Crozier’s Comments (cont.)
I do give honor to our
teachers, who are putting in many
extra hours for no additional pay.
Most of our teachers have done
the best that they can with what
they have, to meet the varying
needs of all of our students. At the
beginning of the year I told our
teachers mostly all I have to offer is
grit, and I still feel that way. We
are doing what we can to provide
ample time for our teachers to
deal with the simultaneous onsite and virtual learners, as well as
the constant change in quarantine
situations, and it is impossible to do
enough. The new mask rules from
the IDPH have helped immensely,
yet we still have a lot of quarantine
fall-out from children who are
exposed outside of school. These
children almost never get the virus,
yet we must quarantine them and
teach them virtually, and this is a
challenge for our teachers. What
I do know is that we are going to
keep going, we will not fail, and the
bulk of our teachers will do all they
can every day to make this work.

Actually, we are currently far from
failing, and we have made huge
achievements and adjustments in
our processes.
Congratulations to the fall
sports teams and activities that have
been able to participate. In one
perspective, it is an achievement
within itself to be able to participate
in these times, let alone thrive.
We have had successful fall sports
seasons and I congratulate the
coaches and athletes.
It’s actually heart-warming
when you consider the staff, and
community and how far we have
come and what we have done so
far during this messed up Covid-19
pandemic. I wanted to thank the
parents, students, and community a lot, as we support each other. On
the most human side, dealing with
this virus becomes for us as, at some
level and in real time, an exercise in
change and how we deal with it,
adapt, and move through it.
We are in unfamiliar land, and
we need to adapt and move with all

Summer Food Program Update

the changes around us as best as
we can, with all we can. In the
midst of this craziness, we are lucky
to have one of the best and most
well-rounded group of teachers
and support staff to work with. I
can go through every grade up and
down and give specific strengths of
our teachers one by one. We don’t
haphazardly employ our people.
And, by the way, we have great
students! I mean, look at our kids
and how well they adapt overall! A
key to continue forward is working
together with all communities for
the good of the students, and we
also need to keep in mind that our
teachers have a lot on their plates.
We will continue to face new
challenges, and we must continue
to work together to get through
them.
Dr. Dale Crozier
MFL MarMac Superintendent

The kitchen crew would like to thank everyone that made the Summer Food Service Program possible. We ran the
program from March through August when school started, and we are still doing the Wednesday meal routes to all the towns.
A big thanks to all the paraprofessionals for helping to prepare the food and packaging it, custodians
and office people who came and helped when it was time to bag the meals. And thanks to all the extra
hands it took to drive the routes to the different towns. We couldn’t have done it without each and
every one of you.
Thanks to Roberta Hass and Peggy Abel for making masks when they were hard to find and Swiss Valley
in Luana for the donation of cheese. Thanks to Bruns & James Insurance, The Methodist Church and
Quillins for the donation of lunch sacks when we weren’t able to get them from the vendors. Thanks to
Walmart for the many boxes of bags to package the meals in. And thanks to Kwik Star for helping with
bags, buns and bread when we couldn’t get them from the vendor.
We really appreciate everything that everyone did to help feed our kids.
Thanks again.
Pat Echard ~ Food Service Director

02

Bulldog Reports

December 2020

School Events Shifted Online

The NFHS Network provides the school
equipment for live streaming any home sporting events on
the football field or in the gym. Nationwide, the NFHS
Network covers 27 different regular season and postseason
sports, as well as other high school activities, celebrating the
accomplishments of student-athletes, student broadcasters,
and high schools across the country. NFHS currently serves
over 19,500 high schools. It does require a paid subscription
to watch games at other schools, but all MFL MarMac home
games are currently free to watch for Bulldog fans.
Earlier this year, we celebrated the 2020 seniors
with a live Virtual Awards Night, a live Virtual Graduation,
and we also livestreamed the in-person Diploma Ceremony
in July. We had hundreds of people “virtually” join us from
their homes to watch each ceremony. In fact, the May
graduation ceremony has been viewed over 2,000 times.
The music department has also utilitzed online
programming. This year’s fall Middle School Band/Choir
concert was preproduced and published online for all to
view. The public was able to enjoy performances by the
6th grade band as well as the 7th & 8th grade band. The
choirs performed a total of 4 songs, all with introductions
from the students.
Other livestream events this fall include the 2020
National Honor Society Induction ceremony and our
Homecoming Pep Rally. The High School also held its
own Pep Rally every Friday via zoom for all the high school
students and staff.
Most recently, our annual Veterans Day program
was moved to an online format. The Nov 10th ceremony
included a performance from the MFL MarMac Mixed
Chorus, a speech from local veteran Rick Blietz, a moment
of silence and a slideshow featuring local veterans. The
ceremony premiered at 10am that day and was watched
(simultaneously) by hundreds of students and community
members. It has since been viewed over 6,000 times.

(cont.)

McGregor Center
Update
by Denise Mueller

Things have been busy at the McGregor
Center this fall. Students have been working hard
academically, musically and also with athletics. We
have finished one quarter of school and are halfway
through the second quarter. The fall brought
successful seasons of football, volleyball and cross
country with several athletes participating in a state
cross country meet. We had our first virtual concert
this fall which was very well done. Students are
adjusting well to our new way of doing things in
this COVID world and are rising to the challenge of
performing during this difficult time.
We will continue to work hard with our
studies and even harder at staying healthy as we move
toward 2021. Thank you for all your support through
this difficult time.
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The Junior Kindergarten Report
by Monica Peterson

The Junior Kindergarteners have been busy this fall!
October was Fire Prevention Month, we learned about fire
safety and firefighters. The fire department came to visit us!
We got to explore what’s inside the fire truck and how it
operates. Along with our fire safety unit we learned about
pumpkins. We learned about their life cycle, explored the
inner workings of a pumpkin, and made pumpkin pie.
In November, we are focusing on nutrition and
eating healthy. We’ve been learning about germs, the different
food groups, and what foods are healthy and unhealthy. We
got the opportunity in our classroom to make our own juice
and will get the chance to make vegetable soup. Along with
our nutrition unit we are learning about turkeys. We have
been learning about their life cycle, habitat, and attributes.

Elementary Music
by Michelle Hontz

Creating music in the elementary looks a little
different this year; we are spaced apart, there is less singing,
and there is more rhythm practice and movement. Usually
second and third graders would be preparing for a winter
performance, but we will be postponing that to later in
the spring. If things clear up, in person concerts will be
performed in April/May, and each grade level will have
their own. If we are unable to accomplish that, look for
virtual performances from each grade level. Backup
plans are in the works as we work to create experiences
for our students to show off their developing abilities.
Some highlights of this year include; learning
ukuleles in second and third grade, learning guitars and
bucket drumming in fourth and fifth grade, and extra
dance activities in kindergarten and first grade. We look
forward to sharing all of the new accomplishments soon!
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2nd GradeTeachers Partner with Clayton
County Extension for Virtual Projects
by Katie Kregel

Wednesday zoom STEM activities started
with Peggy Schilling from the Clayton County 4-H
Extension office in Elkader. I had used the STEM LitGo kits through their office the last couple school years.
Peggy reached out to me this fall wanting to partner
up with our second grade and provide us with a STEM
challenge “bag” for our zooms (not every week, usually
every-other week). She finds, plans, and prepares the
activities for us. She has tried to find activities related to
our second grade science standards, and math standards
too. (Her last emails said she’s having trouble coming
up with activities that meet our science topics to fit into
a bag!).
The materials are dropped off in the elementary
office and we disperse them to the kids Tuesdays before
the virtual learning days. We then walk through the
activities together. Sometimes a video link is included
to give background on the topic, or teachers can find
a related book or video to help explain the concepts.
We’ve done activities with matter using baking soda,
vinegar, and a balloon; sorting seeds into fliers, rollers,
and hitchhikers; planting grass seeds into water beads;
making straw and paper rockets; and the geo dome.
The kids love these activities and really look
forward to them. Sometimes it’s a struggle to have
them manipulate some of the materials without being
in person, but usually an adult pops in to help at home!
It’s been great because topics often come up after the
activity and we can refer back to that experience! Mostly
we love the idea of providing a hands-on experience for
our kids on their virtual learning day.
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Notes from the District Nurse by Sara Kelly
With the 2020-21 school year already well into the second quarter, it has been a new adventure with the COVID
pandemic knocking at our door. The normal bandaids, ice packs and tooth pulling have taken second place as the grueling,
uninvited, COVID-19 tries to move into first place trying to take hold of our families across the country this year. It is
challenging for all of us as we step into this unknown territory and wonder where it will take us from here. Everyone has
been affected in some way by this pandemic which we have no control over. We have to make the best of what we have
and concentrate on what we can control and the positives in order to take the lead and finish this race.
Due to the recent surge of COVID-19 cases in our county and the cold/flu season among us, the health office
reminds families to continue to utilize the COVID screening tool and immediately communicate any close contact exposure
to COVID-19 to the school. By doing this, it assures we are all doing our part to keep our schools safe and remain open.
As COVID-19 ruffles our world, the nurses continue to be very busy with the daily monitoring of students who
come into the health office for symptoms related to COVID-19. It’s certainly been a challenge to determine whether
symptoms are just the common cold or if COVID-19 is the culprit.
Besides keeping track of who is quarantined or isolated due to COVID-19, our health offices have been very busy
with required reports for the state. The preschool, kindergarten and freshman dental screenings have been completed and
the Dental Audit has been reported to the State. Kindergarten hearing screenings have been completed. The Lead Level
Audit for kindergarten has been completed and turned into the State. Hearing checks for those who have tested for hearing
issues last year will be completed the first week in December. We are also preparing for our annual immunization audit that
will take place before the end of the year.
As the district nurse, this fall I have been able to visit a few of the 4th and 5th grade classrooms experimenting with
bread and potatoes on how germs grow and the impact of handwashing, vs. use of hand sanitizer and what occurs when we
don’t follow proper hand hygiene. Many found out that it can become pretty stinky and stomach- turning to see the germs
multiply and take over when we overlook steps to take to keep ourselves healthy. As the year progresses, lessons on hygiene
and puberty for the upper elementary will be offered and we’ll be sending home more information with your child when
these are scheduled.
Take time this season to cherish those you hold dear to your hearts. Communicate with them by phone, mail,
email, face-time, or by zoom to stay connected this holiday season as we try to keep our loved ones safe. As we socially
distance ourselves this holiday season, let us remember that we do not need to be “physically present” to share joy and
happiness with our loved ones. We will need to be creative and look outside the box. Whether we communicate with them
by phone, email, a letter written (the old-fashioned way), FaceTime or by zoom, either way, let’s make the choice to do
the right thing to keep our loved ones safe so we can look forward to many more holidays with them in the future. I have
included a healthy recipe from Livewell HendryFord.com website.
Happy Holidays and stay safe!
Sara Kelly, RN
MFL MarMac District Nurse
Donna Krambeer, CNA
MFL MarMac Health Office
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SENIOR SOUND-OFF
What are your thoughts about virtual learning
Wednesdays?

As a senior, virtual Wednesdays are a
welcome break to my busy week. On
Wednesdays, my teachers give me
homework that I can take home and work
on at my own pace.
How has this year been different than other
years?
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Choir Notes by Jaydeane Berns
Winter Concert

Preparations for the high school winter concert are underway. The concert will be held Monday, December
14, in the Monona Center Auditorium. Due to pandemic restrictions, each member of the choir will be allowed two
tickets for audience members. Audience members will be expected to wear masks and socially distance. The band is
scheduled to perform at 7 pm for band parents. Following the band’s performance, the auditorium will be emptied
while the choir prepares to take the stage at approximately 7:45. The concert will also be livestreamed for those
individuals unable to attend due to current restrictions.
The choir is preparing to sing a variety of pieces including “The Little Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth” that
was recorded by Bing Crosby and David Bowie in 1977 for Crosby’s televised Christmas special as well as the timehonored tradition of As Lately.

Show Choir

The show choir has been busy rehearsing and
preparing for their 2020-21 season. The showchoir’s first
performance will be the parent premiere scheduled for January
17, time to be determined yet. This year’s show features music
by Coldplay, One Republic, Sia, Oh Wonder, Sigrid and
Birdy. Students will be rehearsing during the afternoon on
December 29.

Middle School

The middle school has been busy sharpening their
skills as they prepare for their March concert. The group has
been focusing on energizing their breath control and mastering
pure vs American vowels as they begin learning new music.
The group looks forward to performing in the spring.

Mr. Ian Zahren

Music students at MFL MarMac have enjoyed working
with Mr. Ian Zahren, a paraprofessional from the Kee Lansing
school district that is in the process of becoming a licensed
music teacher in the state of Iowa. Mr. Zahren has experience
performing nationally and internationally, has taught theatre
and dance and started a non-profit in the Cedar Rapids area to
support the arts.
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SENIOR SOUND-OFF
What are your thoughts about virtual learning
Wednesdays?

Are there any teachers you want to give a “shout
out” to for doing a great job in their virtual classes?

As a senior, virtual Wednesdays are a
welcome break to my busy week. On
Wednesdays, my teachers give me
homework that I can take home and work
on at my own pace.

I would like to give a “shout out” to Mrs.
Rothmeyer for her dedication to working
with Canvas. We use Canvas for our classes
to complete assignments and turn in quizzes.
Mrs. Rothmeyer has done a great job with
organizing her Canvas dashboard and making
assignments easy to find. During her class, I
turn in all of my assignments online and I also
get my feedback online. This makes it easy to
see how I did on assignments and I can go back
and look at them anytime.

How has this year been different than other
years?

This year has been very different inside and
outside of the classroom. Since we wear our
masks in the hallway, I miss being able to
smile at others as I go by. It is hard to tell
other people’s expressions under a mask.
What are you looking forward to school-wise?

I am looking forward to simply getting to see everyone during the school day. Being around my peers
in school is better than having to see their faces on a screen. Since this is my last year, I want to spend as
much time as possible with my classmates. I enjoy every day that I am in school with my friends because
I never know when it will be the last.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Due to the always-changing circumstances of the current year, we’ve decided
not to publish a calendar in this newsletter. For current information on upcoming events at MFL MarMac,
you can find an updated calendar on the homepage of our website: www.mflmarmac.k12.ia.us.
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